envirothon

" Register for the

New Jersey
Envirothon 2006

A natural resources problem-solving

competition for high

Are you looking for a dynamic way to
motivate your high school science stu-
dents? Why not register a team for the
14th annual New Jersey Envirothon, to be
held on Saturday, May 13. This year’s
competition will take place at Quail Hill
Scout Reservation in Manalapan
Township.

So what is the Envirothon? The out-
door contest is a dynamic hands-on envi-
ronmental education program that seeks
to empower its participants through train-
ing, direct experience, team work and
competition with the motivation, knowl-
edge and skills to actively take part in nat-
ural resource management decisions and
problem-solving. This exciting competi-
tion has been featured on two different
episodes of NJEA’s Emmy-winning tele-
vision show, “Classroom Close-up, NJ.”

Teams will be tested on environmental
topics through hands-on interactive
problem-solving at five testing stations.
The team that best demon-
strates a comprehensive g
understanding of natural :

work and communication
skills, moves on to repre-
sent New Jersey in the
Canon Envirothon compe-
tition. This multi-day event, held in July,
further tests the team’s understanding of
the environment and involves teams from
all regions of the United States and
Canada.

Preparation for the Envirothon is
designed to introduce students to a wide
range of professionals working in envi-
ronmentally-related fields, give a back-
ground in natural resources and the varied
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Win or lose, this is

an experience my

resources, as well as team- students will remember.

—Shelly Witham, High Tech
High School

(Hudson County)

school students

options that go into decision-making, and
allow students practice in working with
information and differing viewpoints to
reach a decision through consensus and
teamwork. Throughout the year, students
will explore different natural resource
related topics, including soils, forestry,
aquatics, wildlife ecology and current
environmental issues.

Each year, the Envirothon features a
resource problem to be researched and
presented by the team before a panel of
judges during the competition. The 2006
issue is “Water Stewardship in a
Changing Climate.” The team advisor or
“coach™ will facilitate the training by
incorporating hands-on activities with the
educational study guide, which is provid-
ed by the Envirothon sponsors and is
available on its website, http://nj.nacd-
net.orglenvirothon. The study guide can
also be used to supplement regular lesson
plans or added to a resource library. The
Envirothon will help teachers
meet New Jersey Core
Curriculum Content Standards
in language arts, math, science
and social studies.

Teachers must register their
school’s team by March 1.
Don’t delay —the sooner you
register, the more time your students will
have to prepare for the event. The registra-
tion fee is $100 per team. This fee
includes breakfast and lunch for all team
members and advisors. Interested teams
may camp free of charge at Quail Hill
Scout Reservation on the evening of
Friday, May 12. Dinner will be provided.

Upon registration, a study guide with
information on natural resource topics and

The Middle Township H.5. team (Cape May County) dig
into a problem at the soil station.

a list of suggested resource materials and
contacts will be sent to each team. A
schedule of the activities for the day of
the competition will also be forwarded.
Transportation to the event is the respon-
sibility of each participating team.

The Envirothon is sponsored by the
N.J. Department of Agriculture, the N.J.
State Soil Conservation Committee, the
N.J. Association of Conservation Districts,
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service,
the N.J. Department of Environmental
Protection and Rutgers Cooperative
Extension. These agencies and organiza-
tions are dedicated to promoting aware-
ness of the need to conserve and manage
our soil, water and related natural
resources, and they conduct public pro-
grams (o achieve this goal.

The big day

Prior to the Envirothon, a training day is
held to help teams prepare for the compe-
tition. Three sites in north, central, and
south Jersey are selected to reduce travel
time and increase the trainer/student ratio.
The scientists who will serve as judges at
the competition work with youngsters so
they understand what is expected of them
at the Envirothon,

Here are the basic rules for the actual
competition:



* Each team must consist of five mem- Awards and recognition s0 gracious in victory made me almost as



